[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


MPS Portland Phoenix host New Hampshire Phantoms in exhibition series opener
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The MPS Portland Phoenix will welcome current United Soccer Leagues PDL outfit New Hampshire Phantoms (pictured right, in PDL action) to Deering HS Memorial Stadium, Portland, on June 20th with a 7pm kick-off. The match begins a series of mouth watering exhibition matches, prior to the club entering prestigious New England Division of the U23 PDL League in 2010.  

The MPS Portland Phoenix recently made their debut as a club in the USL Super-Y and Super-20 leagues.  The club, which operates using a pyramid structure, caters for a player’s development from the age of four all the way through to the U23 age group. In 2010, the PDL outfit will bring an elite standard of adult soccer to spectators throughout Maine.

The PDL side will be coached by MPS Portland Phoenix General Manager, Paul Baber, formerly of the Cape Cod Crusaders. Baber joined the Crusaders as General Manager and 1st team coach in 2003. Under his guidance, the Cape Cod Crusaders secured the PDL Northeast Division Championship in each of the past five years. 

The team taking the field for the exhibition series features a blend of local, national and international talent. 
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The Phoenix squad is highlighted by three former Cape Cod Crusaders players who each played in the PDL under the guidance of Baber. Defender Munro (left), from Inverness, Scotland, captained the Cape Cod Crusaders for three seasons and collected PDL All-Conference awards in each of the three years.  A graduate from Binghamton University, NY, Munro had a glittering collegiate career highlighted by NCAA All-American honors, three times America East Conference Defender of the Year honors and Four-Time All Conference honors.  In addition, Munro has recently returned to the US after a spell playing professional soccer in his native Scotland.

Lynch also boasts an impressive CV having played professionally in his native Ireland for Longford Town FC in the Eircom League of Ireland. The Providence College graduate completed his collegiate career as the second leading goal scorer in school history and the third place in total points.  Lynch has the distinguished honor of collecting two PDL National Championships for the Cape Cod Crusaders in 2002 and 2003.

Cherry was a member of Paul Baber’s side in each of the past four seasons.  The Brockton, MA native collected All-American honors at Division II college level after starring for Umass Lowell for four seasons.  The winger was also recently linked with a move to the New England Revolution of the MLS.

Also pulling on the Phoenix jersey and integral players on the MPS Portland Phoenix Super 20 squad that currently sit on top the USL Super 20 New England Division are local products Oliver Blum (Providence [image: image5.jpg]PORTLAND|




College) and Jordan Hale (UCONN) who each garnered High School All-American honors prior to entering the collegiate game.  Also set to appear are Adam Blanchard (Scarborough HS), John Murphy (Yarmouth HS), Sam Kaplan (Amherst College) and Tony Yeboah (Villanova) who each have been recognised as High School Regional All-Americans. 
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The New Hampshire Phantoms contest on June 20th is followed by the visit of Portland United Soccer League All-Stars on July 25th and Vermont Voltage on August 9th (both at Fitzpatrick Stadium, Portland). MPS Portland Phoenix offer individual, season, family and group ticket packages. The club can also customize a ticket package to suit any needs. All tickets can be purchased by contacting Robbie Forsyth at rforsyth@mainepremiersoccer.com or (207) 878-5780. Individual game tickets can also by purchased at the field on the game day.

Individual Game Tickets

Adults - $8 Children - $5

