FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

7th ANNUAL NAACP CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

FEATURING AUTHOR AND ACTIVIST JONATHAN KOZOL

CONTACT: 

Rachel Talbot Ross

(207) 253-5074 NAACP

(207) 210-1052 Cell

WHEN:

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Forum for Educators:  2:30 p.m. – Free; Ticket required. Call USM at 780-5960 for information

Centennial Anniversary Reception: 5:30 p.m. – Ticket required. Call NAACP at 253-5074 for information

Excellence in Education Celebration: 7:00 p.m. – Free and open to the public. 

WHERE:
Hannaford Lecture Hall, Abromson Center, University of Southern Maine, Portland

WHAT:

Leading up to the annual program which celebrates the educational accomplishments of students of color, seven book clubs formed at Portland Public Schools and the Preble Street Resource Center along with a forum for educators will take place in an effort to examine the impact of poverty and race in education.  Special guest at the forum and keynote speaker for the Excellence in Education program is famed educator, writer and social justice activist Jonathan Kozol. 

Book clubs, which begin on April 8, will read Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools or Letters to a Young Teacher both written by Mr. Kozol.

The evening program will recognize students of color graduating from local high schools accepted at institutions of higher learning.   Mr. Kozol will receive the key to the city by Mayor Duson.

JONATHAN KOZOL:

In 1967, during the heart of the civil rights movement, Jonathan Kozol, a young white teacher in the poor, black section of Boston was fired for reading a Langston Hughes poem to his fourth grade students.  A summa cum laude graduate of Harvard and a Rhodes scholar, Kozol went on to write over a dozen books focusing on public education in the United States.  Savage Inequalities has joined several of his books as required reading at most universities and as part of the curriculum for future teachers. In his most recent work, Letters to a Young Teacher, Kozol draws upon four decades of experience to guide the newest generation of teachers into the ethically complicated challenges but, also, “the sheer joy and passionate rewards” of what he calls “a beautiful profession.”  The Chicago Sun-Times calls Kozol “today's most eloquent spokesman for America's disenfranchised.” 

Co-sponsored in part by the City of Portland, Gulf of Maine Books, Portland Public Schools, University of Maine Farmington and the University of Southern Maine

